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Cdr John òJBó Bagby, JN  

FROM THE HELM 

H appy New Year!  And we are already off with a bang 
creating fun for the next decade.  An impromptu boating 
activity at Frank and Polly Styers' Peletier Yacht Basin and Country Club 

started off the year. 

Two Thousand Ten marks the 10th anniversary of the founding of this squadron.  
On 10 June 2000 under the hand of the Chief Commander and National Secretary, 
the United States Power Squadrons issued a Squadron Charter to Fort Macon.  Ken 
Link, one of our founding fathers, has accepted my appointment of him as      Chair-
man of the Fort Macon Tenth Anniversary Celebration Committee.  Please offer to 
help plan this milestone event.  Included in this newsletter is a reproduction of the 
charter wording and list of charter members.  These include current members Bill 
O'Brien, Ken Link, Frank Styers, Sam Sanford, Charles ñPeteò Geyer, Craven 

Brooks, David Smith, and Ron Jones. 

The year 2009 was a great one for our newsletter, Cannon Soundings.  I       
congratulate Louise Manke and Bob Howd's   
Secretary Department and our Editor Kathryn Hill 
for their hard work producing an informative and 
fun publication. The USPS Publications           
Department awarded Cannon Soundings the  

Distinction in Journalism Award ð 2009. 

This department also includes our other main communications vehicle: 
fmsps.org.  Our website is a primary means of making information available to the 
public and to our members.  The USPS  committee awarded the 2009 Web Site  
Excellence Award to fmsps.org.  I congratulate Donald Willis, our Webmaster, for 

his hard work and dedication, time and effort, that was so  deservedly  rewarded. 

You will soon have the opportunity to elect a new slate of Bridge Officers and to 
elect some new  committee members to fill positions that have expired.  I am proud 
of the team that I had the pleasure to lead which you elected last year.  I am         
encouraged by the leadership offered by the Nominating Committee for 2010.  Upon 
petition by five or more active members, you may bring forward the name of      
someone not on the ballot that you think is deserving of consideration for a position.   

The Nominating Committee's proposed list is in this newsletter. 
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H 
appy New Year!  In 2010 the Squadron will be 
celebrating its 10th Anniversary.  Ken Link and I 
are making plans for the 10th Anniversary Party 

and will be asking for your input.  We are tentatively planning 
the 10th Anniversary for 10 June in conjunction with the D/27 Rendezvous at Oriental 

on the weekend of 11-12 June 2010.   

On 16 January  D/27 will have a training day for all new and current Bridge and 
EXCOM members.  This is a one-day event designed so that  attendees can drive to 
Raleigh in the morning and return home in late afternoon.  All new and current  Bridge 

and EXCOM members are encouraged to attend.  Car-pooling is recommended.    

At the December Membership Meeting the 2010 Budget was presented and   
approved. However, an amendment was needed and has been sent to all            
members.  The following items of business are scheduled for discussion and approval 

in the January Annual Membership Business Meeting on 18 January: 

Proposed Bridge and EXCOM members for 2010 

The Strategic Plan for 2010 ï 2015 

The proposed FMSPS Ambassador Award.   

In addition to needing an Executive Officer for 2010, we need someone to lead 
our Public Relations Committee and members to serve on this committee.  This    
committee is a key element to meeting many of the goals of the Strategic Plan and to 
ensure that the planned activities for 2010 are successful.  Please contact me if you 

can assist in this function.      

In 2010 we are tentatively planning on having the Aides to Navigation Cruise on 
22 May.  I am looking for volunteers to assist in the planning for this educational and 

fund-raising event.   

I look forward to seeing you all at the January Annual Membership Meeting. 

 

XO Bruce  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER Lt/C Bruce Brill, AP  

Have you had your annual 

Vessel Safety Check?  If 

not, call Harold today to 

schedule one!  

Photos aboveñMembers decorate the boat for the Morehead City Christmas Parade 

and try to keep warm 

In photo above and to right ðMembers who 

participated in the Down East  Christmas 

Paradeðanother cold day but everyone was 

smiling!  

Thanks to Bob 

Howd & Donald 

Willis for allowing 

us to use your 

boats for these 

parades!  
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Lt/C John Clarke, AP 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  

 

January is now upon us with some cold weather, but the boat 
shows will be beckoning you shortly with some great deals that will warm your wallet.  
The marine industry is in need of some serious ñstimulationò and this weather we are 
having sure harkens us to make sure all is squared away our vessels so that nothing 
breaks from freezing.  Take care of your boat now and save time later when the good weather returns, 

plus the marina and marine supply folks will appreciate your business.  

Our Holiday gift exchange was quite a fun time at the MCCC and we were all glad to see Mary 
Heim back with us for the meeting.  She is the master of the gift exchange and has trained a few of our 
other members quite well as it appeared this yearôs most traded gifts were a nautical clock and a box of 
oranges.  It seemed as if they both made the rounds of a number of folks.  Thanks to all that            

participated as it was indeed a fun time. 

Januaryôs meeting will be held at Morehead City Country Club on Monday January 18th, so mark 
your calendar.   If you have not yet decided on what committees you might like to participate next year, 
I encourage all that are interested to attend the annual planning session for boating activities.          
Coordinating one of these monthly events is a real pleasure and gets you involved in something that 
will also provide a lot of fun for the participating members.  Boating is fun and we could use your     

assistance and input.  More details will follow on when and where this meeting will take place. 

See you at the meeting or on the wateréokay, maybe not on the water unless it warms up about 

20 degrees! 

 

AO John  

It was good to have Mary & Paul Heim (rear) back with 

us seated with Gail and John Halada (front).   

Theresa & Chuck Verret celebrate Tony Dillõs 

return! 

Louise & Dick McKeon enjoying fellowship as they wait for the 

gift exchange to begin! 
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